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Good afternoon,

Attached is a form letter DEP has received regarding Proposed Rulemaking: C02 Budget Trading Program
(#7-559). We have labeled this letter “Form Letter 12: Protect Children’s Health.” To date, we have
received 1,071 copies of this letter via email.

Thank you and have a safe and happy New Year!

Laura

Laura Griffin I Regulatory Coordinator DEC 312020
Department of Environmental Protection I Policy Oflice
Rachel Carson State Office Building Independent Regulatory
400 Market Street I Harrisburg, PA Review Commission
Phone: 717.772.32771 Fax: 717.783.8926
Email: iaurgrifficñpa.ov
www.dep.pa.Qov

Connect with DEP on: Twitter Facebook I Linkedin I I Instqrani

In order to prevent the further spread of CO VID-1 9, all DEP offices will remain closed until restrictions are /,fted. In the
meantime, I will be working remotely to continue the mission of the Pennsylvania Deportment of Envircrnmental
Protection and frequently retrieving emoils. Thank you for your patience.
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FORM LETTER 12: “Protect Children’s Health”

Proposed Rulemaking; CO2 Budget Trading Program (U7-5S9)

Dear Environmental Quality Board,

lam supportive of Pennsylvania participating in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) to cut
power sector air pollution and protect the health and future of children across the state.

As the third largest greenhouse gas polluting state in the nation and home to the fifth dirtiest power
sector, Pennsylvania has an outsized responsibility to cut climate-warming carbon pollution. Linking to a
program such as RGGI is critical to achieving reductions in greenhouse gas pollution outlined in
Governor Tom Wolf’s 2019 Executive Order. RGGI has been proven to work: States that participate in
RGGI have reduced power sector carbon pollution by 45 percent since 2005.

By reducing climate-warming carbon pollution from the power sector, there will also be reductions in
toxic pollutants like mercury, particulate matter or soot, sulfur dioxide, and heavy metals that come
from burning dirty fuels like coal in power plants. Reductions in air pollution can improve public health
and reduce asthma attacks, preterm births, heart disease, respiratory disease, cancer and even
premature death.

This is good news -- especially for populations that are vulnerable to the impacts of air pollution and
climate change such as the elderly, children, pregnant women, those whose health is already
compromised, communities of color, and low-income communities. It is imperative that meaningful
safeguards are put in place to ensure frontline and environmental justice communities benefit from a
rule that reduces carbon pollution from the power sector.

Pennsylvania’s power sector carbon pollution protections need to be comprehensive and protective of
our children’s health and the climate.

I look forward to continuing to participate in the regulatory process.

Sincerely,


